
Assessing Children’s Pain

0 2 4 6 8 10

These faces show how much something can hurt. The face on the left shows no pain. The faces show more and 
more pain up to the face on the right - it shows the worst pain you can imagine. Point to the face that shows how 
much you hurt.

Faces Pain Scale | Revised (FPS-R) for children over 3 years

In the following instructions, say “hurt” or “pain”, whichever seems right for a particular child. Score the chosen 
face 0, 2, 4, 6, 8, or 10, counting left to right, so: “0” = “no pain” and “10” = “the worst pain you can imagine”. 
Do not use words like “happy” or “sad”. This scale is intended to measure how children feel inside, not how 
their face looks. 

Hicks CL, von Baeyer CL, Spafford P, van Korlaar I, Goodenough B. The Faces Pain Scale – Revised: Toward a common metric in pediatric pain measure-
ment. Pain 2001;93:173-183. Bieri D, Reeve R, Champion GD, Addicoat L, Ziegler J. The Faces Pain Scale for the self-assessment of the severity of pain 
experienced by children: Development, initial validation and preliminary investigation for ratio scale properties. Pain 1990;41:139-150. Permission for 
Use. Copyright of the FPS-R is held by the International Association for the Study of Pain (IASP) ©2001. This material may be photocopied for non-com-
mercial clinical, educational and research use. For reproduction of the FPS-R in a journal, book or web page, or for any commercial use of the scale, 
request permission from IASP online at www.iasp-pain.org/FPS-R.
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Can you point to the face that shows how much you hurt?


